ACTION PLAN
for the implementation of the National Strategy for Strengthening Financial Sustainability of Protected Areas in Ukraine 
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	Institutional actions
Streamline the system of management of protected areas through reorganisation of the State Service for Protected Areas into the State Committee for Protected Areas. Settle urgent matters of interoblast management of Ukraine’s nature reserve fund areas.
Create an efficient state system of financial provision for the development of nature reserve management through the implementation of a separate budget programme of the State Fund for Environmental Protection, “Development of Nature Reserve Management in Ukraine”, as well as through the engagement of means from other sources – investment projects, international nature-conservation funds, development and implementation of economic and legal mechanisms for investment of nature reserve fund institutions, consideration of the nature reserve fund’s interests in the budgeting process and in socioeconomic planning of regions as well as their impact upon decision-making in these spheres.
Carry out step-by-step inventory-taking of nature reserve fund land plots as well as landscape and biological diversity within its boundaries. Indicate boundaries of the nature reserve fund areas/sites in field, and obtain legal titles for relevant land plots.
Secure the formation of an efficient state guard service for the nature reserve fund, restore and develop a system of incentives for the staff of nature-conservation bodies as well as for public nature-conservation inspectors
Establish an Association of Protected Areas of Ukraine to provide wide-scale support to activities and strengthen financial sustainability of the NRF institutions and sites.
Introduce personal state scholarships from the Ministry for Environmental Protection of Ukraine to students of higher educational institutions excellently majoring in nature reserve management.
Economic, scientific and educational actions
Develop and implement a package of measures to promote the development of ecological tourism, recreational and health-improvement activities within the boundaries of the nature reserve fund areas/sites.
Secure development of management plans and business plans to discover additional opportunities and sources of financing for the system of protected areas and to ensure their optimal functioning, including through expansion of the paid services provision.
Design programmes for the development of recreational and ecological education activities in each NRF institution’s territory.

Develop a system of engaging domestic and foreign investments in tourism, recreation and other permitted activities in the nature reserve fund institutions.
Create a system of regional ecological education centres on the basis of reserves and national nature parks, nature-conservation nongovernmental organisations.
Legislative actions
(Develop, adopt and implement legislative and regulatory legal documents)
The Law of Ukraine on the Approval of the Statewide Programme of Nature Reserve Management Development through 2020
Amendments and supplements to the Law of Ukraine on the Nature Reserve Fund of Ukraine to:
- implement mechanisms of economic stimulation for creation of new reserve areas, sparing and buyout of land plots for subsequent reservation;

- implement a mechanism to indemnify land users on whose land new reserve areas are created, for losses;

- improve management and coordination of activities of state guard service units of the nature reserve fund institutions, provide state guard service staff with legal and social protection, provide them the status of law-enforcement officers with certain privileges and an appropriate social package similar to related services (border guard troops, militia, customs);

- settle the matters of social and legal protection of officials of the nature reserve fund state guard service.
Make mutually concerted amendments to the Budget Code of Ukraine, the Law of Ukraine on Environmental Protection and the Law of Ukraine on the Nature Reserve Fund of Ukraine to implement an efficient financial and legal mechanism for nature conservation and support of an ecological balance in the system of protected areas.
Amendments and supplements to the Law of Ukraine on the Value-Added Tax to exempt operations on provision of paid services by nature reserve fund institutions from value-added tax.
Amendments and supplements to the Law of Ukraine on Ecological Audit and the Law of Ukraine on Insurance to implement a system of ecological audit and insurance for the nature reserve fund areas/sites.
Amendments and supplements to the Law of Ukraine on Tourism, the Law of Ukraine on the Nature Reserve Fund of Ukraine, and other legislative acts to stimulate development of ecological tourism and its infrastructure, including in protected areas.
Amendments and supplements to the Land Code of Ukraine and other legislative acts to regulate the legal regime of lands of the nature reserve fund and other nature-conservation purpose.
Amendments and supplements to the Law of Ukraine on Concessions to add protected areas to the list of concession objects.
Amendments and supplements to the Law of Ukraine on Charity and Charitable Organisations to provide for a possibility of reducing a taxable amount by the sum donated for charity, particularly for protected areas.
Amendments to some legislative acts of Ukraine concerning the legal regime of conservation zones of the nature reserve fund areas/sites as well as of land put aside for subsequent reservation.
Amendments to some legislative acts of Ukraine concerning protection of natural and cultural heritage of the Ukrainian people.
Supplements to the draft Law on General Principles of Public-Private Partnership to include NRF facilities on the list of spheres where public-private partnership.
Amendments and supplements to Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 1913 of 28.12.2000 “On the approval of a list of paid services that may be provided by budgetary institutions of the nature reserve fund” to extend the list of paid services that may be provided by institutions of the nature reserve fund”.
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine “On the procedure of paying a long-service benefit in the institutions of the nature reserve fund of Ukraine”.
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine “On the procedure of payment of field and other benefits to staff of the institutions of the nature reserve fund”.
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine “On the procedure of accumulation and spending of the means of ecological funds of nature reserves, biosphere reserves, national nature parks, botanic gardens, dendrological parks, and zoological parks”

Develop and implement an efficient model of financial and logistical support for natural and cultural development of protected areas involving means of state and local budgets, charitable aid, funds provided by sponsors and patrons, own means of specially protected areas, and other sources

Settle, together with the National Bank of Ukraine, the question about opening by commercial banks of separate accounts for nature reserves, biosphere reserves, national nature parks, regional landscape parks, botanic gardens, dendrological parks, and zoological parks, to which the means provided for by Article 48, Law of Ukraine on the Nature Reserve Fund of Ukraine, will be transferred.

Adopt the Regulations on ecological funds of nature reserves, biosphere reserves, national nature parks, regional landscape parks, botanic gardens, dendrological parks, and zoological parks in a new wording that will specify a procedure for establishment of ecological funds as well as powers of supervision over spending of their means.
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ABBREVIATED NAMES OF INSTITUTIONS:

SSPA

State Service for Protected Areas
MEP

Ministry for Environmental Protection
MF

Ministry of Finance

SCLR

State Committee for Land Resources

USEP

Ukrainian Society for Environmental Protection

SAII

State Agency for Investments and Innovations

SEAU
SDT

State Department for Tourism

MCT

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

NBU

National Bank of Ukraine 

MES

Ministry of Education and Science













































PAGE  
1

